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T H E L I G HT O F A

"I am with you and will watch over
you wherever you go."
Genesis 28:15

Maintaining a daily belief in this
verse is sometimes a challenge,
even if you grew up hearing it
often from reliable sources. Will
you be a prayer warrior for our
Agape children? That each child
comes to understand, no matter
where they lay their head, they
have a loving Father who will
never forsake them? Thank you
for your prayers!

Fostering hope. Changing lives.

Loving

F O ST E R F A M I LY

Do you feel that? Do you see it? Something is changing. The dark
cloud of this pandemic is gradually lessening. The numbers are decreasing. Hope is rising. The world is opening up more and more.
Less masks, more opportunities to fellowship, light at the end of
this tunnel.
Our experience over these last two years can give us a small
glimpse into what our foster children experience. Imagine your whole world flipped
upside down in a moment. Connections and contact with loved ones severed and broken with no idea of when they may resume. Uncertainty and fear is your new normal.
Nothing is the same.
Then enters in the light of a loving foster family to bring stability. In time, a new
normal is created. Some fears and concerns are lessened. Life appears bright once again.
And our birth mothers are so grateful. Just listen to what they say about our staff
and services at Georgia Agape:
“I want to thank you for always being there and listening to me when I needed someone the most. When it seemed like everyone I knew turned against me, you did not! I really
want to thank you for that! God bless you.” (birth mother, age 20)
“Thank you for being there when I was all alone. Thank you for giving a baby girl a
wonderful home. Thank you for helping when I was in need. Thank you for helping break
the chain of destruction, planting a brand-new seed.” (birth mother, age 22)
“Thank you for helping me make a good decision for my family. I didn’t realize that I
could parent until you helped me look at my options.” (birth mother, age 26)
Your support helps to make testimonies like this possible. As we experience the
increasing light of a hopeful future, let us continue to make that reality possible for
others. There are still so many in need. Please consider how you can partner with us to
make a bright future a reality for all.
Racquelle Grant, Executive Director

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Impacting True Change
Every May, we celebrate
National Foster Care
Month. This event, celebrated since 1988, has
come to be known as
a time to show appreciation for those involved in the foster
care and child welfare systems. It is not
lost on us that this month is but a fraction of the time affecting over 400,000
children in foster care. And when you
add the family members attached to
these children, the number balloons
to a near-intangible amount of people
who are touched by the system in some
way. This one month is but a vapor for
children who spend weeks, months,
even years in foster care.

If your heart is pulling you towards
foster parenting, please contact
LaQuisha White, our Director of
Social Services, at LaQuisha@
georgiaagape.org or via phone at
770-452-9995.
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So this month, take time to contemplate what National Foster Care month is
truly about:
The Children
There are over 400,000 children in the
foster care system in the country at this
moment. There are over 11,000 children
in the foster care system in the state of
Georgia. 11,000 children who are not living with their families of origin. Although
these are families dealing with significant
struggles, they offer familiarity for children
who find it difficult to understand why
they must leave their parents, extended
family members, homes, schools, friends,
and more, to live with a foster family.
These children and youth, who have already experienced trauma, must now deal
with the trauma that could be associated
with entering foster care. It is our hope to
somehow diminish this amount of trauma
and offer safe spaces for children and youth
entering care and to offer hope where there
was little before.
The Birth Families
Many often think of the birth families
as “the bad guys” of the foster care cycle.
But, we must realize that many of these
families are struggling with hardships and
circumstances that are beyond their means
to control. Early intervention and family
preservation services often provide these
families with the tools they need to be successful. Even when the birth family consists
of those who abuse and neglect, success is
often possible when stressors are temporarily removed and support is provided.
The goal for children who come into care
is often reunification and Agape works to
support this, when it is safe to do so. The
greatest joy is witnessing the reunification
of a child with an environment that is safe
and healthy.

The Foster Families
Foster parents have unique challenges in
that they are not only opening their homes
to children and youth in care, but also
to their trauma, family connections, and
circumstances that contributed to them
entering care in the first place. Foster
families must have blind faith whenever a
child comes into their home. They must be
selfless, understanding, patient, supportive,
and flexible among other qualities. The list
of foster parent qualifications is endless.
With the right amount of support, these
families can provide the safety and stability
needed for successful permanency for children in care.
The Child Welfare System
And Agencies
The Child Welfare System is not without
its faults. But, ultimately, it is a system put
in place to care for children experiencing
abuse and neglect. It is a system that puts
the safety of children above all else. There
are thousands of moving parts in this system and permanency is the ultimate goal.
In addition to working with the system,
agencies like Georgia Agape must work to
support our children in care and the families who serve them.
This month, take the time to ask yourself where you fit into this system. Do you
have the heart to be a foster parent, donor,
or volunteer? By opening yourself up to the
possibility, you have the ability to impact
true change in the life of a child for this
month and all the months to come.
LaQuisha White, Director of Social Services

FOSTER PARENT SPOTLIGHT

Joshua + Jennifer
Joshua and Jennifer Williams became foster parents in 2022. Married for four years, they are
the proud parents of two-year-old Neva and are excited to grow their family through foster
care! They attend Northwest Christian Church in Acworth.
What first inspired you to become foster parents?
Joshua: I have a passion for helping kids overcome difficult pasts and have
wanted to do foster care for as long as I’ve known. My mom had thought
about doing it as well at one point. Jennifer and I both have a desire to love
those children who need that extra love.
Jennifer: Joshua inspired me, but I have always had a desire to love and
help children in difficult circumstances. I worked as a missionary in Guatemala for several years and worked with children with disabilities as a speech
therapist for a Christian school. The children were from a Mayan village
where poverty was prevalent and so was domestic abuse in families. I learned
a lot about how living a simpler life focused on God was what made me
closer to Him.
Children are the same in any country. They need love, attention, and
instruction to grow. They are also resilient and can have joy even through
difficult circumstances. I struggled dealing with so many difficult situations,
but I learned that God is ultimately sovereign and that I have to leave them
all in His hands when things go beyond what I am capable of changing.
When did you first discuss the potential to become foster parents?
Jennifer: Joshua asked me before we even started dating if I wanted kids! Then later,
when we were dating, we discussed how foster parenting was something he had wanted to
do for a long time. I said I was definitely willing to pursue it.

Jennifer and Joshua Williams with their
daughter, Neva

What do you think makes you unique foster parents?
Jennifer: We are pretty new to the whole parenting thing. Although we are not young
parents, we are new to being parents. We have had years of experience watching others be
parents and being “aunt” and “uncle.” I think it has helped us to be calmer parents as we
navigate parenthood.
What are you most excited about with becoming foster parents?
Jennifer: We are excited about having our family grow, whether temporarily or permanently. Our long-term goal is to adopt. We know that many children in the foster care
system will never be adopted, so that is why we chose to go this route and is how we want
to grow our family. We are excited to see how Neva grows as a sibling, too.
Joshua: I am motivated and excited by what God is doing in us and what He will do
through this journey.

Jennifer and her young students,
children with disabilities, in Guatemala

What are you most nervous about with becoming foster parents?
Jennifer: Probably all the unknowns that come with foster care. Leaving it in God’s
hands can be challenging.
Joshua: Honestly, I am not nervous. I have wanted to do this since I was 20, so I am so
glad it’s finally coming to fruition.
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Instilling Inner Compass
AN

Mamo Woldi of Ethiopia captured the gold in the
Marathon at the 1968 Olympics held in Mexico
City finishing in just two hours, 20 minutes and
26 seconds. He won despite the grueling impact
of the extreme high altitude, which caused 18 of
the 75 starters to pull out due to excruciating leg
cramps and debilitating fatigue.
The extraordinary story coming from this marathon, however, was not only of the amazing win by this strong Ethiopian
runner. Another marathon runner that day had actually beaten
Woldi once in a previous race. But this day, also feeling the heat
and altitude, he would become the runner whose leg cramps
and fatigue would be the least of his problems. He suffered a fall,
injuring his knee, shoulder, and head. With a haphazard bandage on his knee, he
continued the race, often walking as he covered the marathon distance of 26 miles,
wounds and all.
While the gold medal belonged to Woldi, the end of the race belonged to John
Stephen Akhwari of Tanzania.
By the time Akhwari entered the stadium, the awards had been given out. Most
fans had left. Then, word got out there was one last runner who would not abandon
his quest to finish. Many fans returned to the stadium to cheer on the heart and
spirit of this true Olympian.
When asked why he kept running, Akhwari responded, “My country did not
send me 5,000 miles to start the race. They sent me 5,000 miles to finish the race.”
And that’s exactly what he did.
Afterward he recalled, “I was just thinking about my mom and dad.” As he finished the last few steps of the race, an hour and five minutes after the winner, the
words of his parents came to him. “If you start something, finish it. Otherwise,
never start it.”
In these words of his parents, Akhwari found a compass to guide his life.
		
At Agape, we often receive children in care who, instead of
			
being taught to be a champion, have spent their
		
		
young lives simply surviving. When you
		
		
support Agape, you are working with
		
us to instill an inner compass and provide
		
a Christian community to cheer on each
		
child. We may only have one chance.
		
Will you join us? Your donation supports
		
		
these children when they most need us as they
				
enter the stadium of life, wounds and all.
				Ken Dowdy, Director of Development
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Wounds and all, John Stephen Akhwari
of Tanzania completes the marathon at
the 1968 Olympics held in Mexico City

SOME WAYS TO GIVE
Leave a Legacy for
Georgia Agape
Whether you would like to put your
donation to work today or benefit
us after your lifetime, you can find a
charitable plan that lets you provide
for your family and support Agape.
A few options are: Wills and Living
Trusts; Beneficiary Designations; and
Charitable Remainder Trust.
Contact your legal or financial advisor
to prepare the proper documents and
learn which kinds of gifts will have the
best tax benefit for you.

Shop with AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple way to support
Agape, at no additional cost to you.
When you shop on AmazonSmile, their
foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the
charitable organization of your choice.
All inventory on www.amazon.com is
also available on smile.amazon.com at
the same price. Simply select Georgia
Agape as your charitable organization
get started!

Donate Your Used Vehicle
You can donate your car, truck, boat,
RV, or motor home to Georgia Agape. By
using the donation services of CARS,
you will receive a tax deduction for the
gross proceeds. All donations require a
clear title to the vehicle.
Navigate to the donation page on the
Georgia Agape website. Just below
“Donate Your Vehicle to Charity,” you’ll
find the blue DONATE button to begin
your vehicle donation.
You can also contact CARS by phone at
855-500-7433. Be sure to tell our agent
you want the proceeds to go to Agape.
Thanks to so many of you who have
donated your used vehicle!

11,000 CHILDREN
My name is Jessica P. Johnson, and I am the new Resource
Development Coordinator for Georgia Agape. This role means
that I am responsible for recruiting, training, and approving
new foster parents. I come with an educational background in
Criminal Justice from Valdosta State University (Go, Blazers!).
For as long as I can remember, I have been a teacher,
coach, mentor, or trainer in some capacity—from being a captain on my
basketball teams, serving as a team lead/supervisor for several organizations
for which I have worked, coaching and mentoring young athletes and new
employees, and training some of DFCS Metro District’s fabulous foster care
workers for the State of Georgia.
It took me some time to realize that I am passionate about training others,
whether it’s in basketball or on policy and procedure as it relates to foster care.
I have years of experience working with at-risk youth in the foster care system
in Tennessee and Georgia.
I look forward to serving you in this capacity as the Resource Development Coordinator for Georgia Agape.
So, here’s why we need you!
Now more than ever, children in Georgia are being displaced due to life
circumstances. There are more than 11,000 children in the foster care system
in Georgia needing someone like you. We connect children and teens who are
in the foster care system to the right family, and that could be you. We make
the process very simple. All you need to do is contact Georgia Agape today and
we will walk you through the process.
If you are interested in becoming a foster parent with Georgia Agape,
please contact me at 770-241-9407 or jessica@georgiaagape.org.
Jessica P. Johnson, Resource Development Coordinator
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GIFTS RECEIVED OCTOBER 21, 2021–APRIL 12, 2022

In Loving Memory
Mike Anglin
Phil & Denise Helms
Carlynn Anguish
David Anguish
Mattie Pearl Babble
Bernard & Bobbie Bable
John W. Baker
Shirlene Jones
Judy Baker
George & Sheryl Reagan
Scott Bastin
Jerry & Rita Porter
Bill Birchmore
Roger Dennington
Sue Birchmore
Roger Dennington
Ron L. Horn
Christine Blackburn
David & Christine Dillard
Norman & Mary Parrish
Elizabeth Ray
Thomas & Pam Trueb
Roosevelt Blackburn, Sr.
Louise Blackburn
Ken Bogs
Bob & Vesta Brown
Dennis Goss
Holbert & Julia Hale
Emily Murray
Justin Boyd
Buford Church of Christ
Kyle & Natalie Coker
Michael & Alice Hinterschied

Lindsay & Kay Sims
Brian & Sandy Stewart
Mike Sumner
George & Gayle Swafford
Michele Tallent
Joann Warlick
Joy Watkins
Geraldine Welch
Buddy & Brenda White
Joy Williams
Robin Windom
Lewis & Joyce Yeouze
Pink Bunn
Dennis & Ann Gerdes
John Caldwell, Jr.
Bob & Vesta Brown
Dennis Goss
Faith Ruby Chadwick
David & Carol Chadwick
Lonnie Chandler Chitwood
Beverly Shreeve
Emma Jo Choate
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Adam & Dena Moore
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Jerry & Rita Porter
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour
Ron Corder
Millie Corder

Daniel Evans
Burnette Insurance

Joyce Hughes
Melinda Flock

Kakie Fincher
Phil & Denise Helms

Harold Johnson
Phil & Denise Helms

Gladys Findley
Steve & Gail Smilie

John A. Johnson
Wayne & Virginia Johnson

Novis Gazaway
Wayne & Shirley Groves

Sue Johnson
David & Michelle Parker

Beth Gentner
Phil & Cindy Bowers
Ken & Bev Dowdy
Thomas & Jennifer Jacquet
Dennis & Claudia Womack

Ron Kimbell
Phil & Denise Helms

Aric Gerdes
Iris Curry
Dennis & Ann Gerdes
Ronald & Clydean Wood
Christina Elizabeth Goss
Vesta Brown
David Boyd Goss
George & Sheryl Reagan
Myrtle Rose Goss
Dennis Goss
Rita Greer
Tommy & Susan Arnold
Joan Renslow
Kim Russell
Dorothy Haines
Roger Dennington

Richard Craig
Archie & Geneele Crenshaw
Carole DeMonbreun

Gene & June Harber
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms
Rene Melson

Edgar "Buddy" Brackett
Iris Curry

Patrick Crump
Ken & Bev Dowdy

Katheryne Hardy
David & Sue Riley

Darvin Branch
Brent & Melissa Branch

Bruce Curry
Ira & Judy Griffith

Zach Harper
Dwight & Edith Hood

Helen Brooks
Avondale Church of Christ

Ernest Davis
Ralph & Evelene Malone
Jerrie Moon

Janette Harrington
Steve & Jeanette Bates

Robert Daniel Brown, Jr.
Charmaine Barton
Charles & Dottie Bethel
Mary Brown
Syble Caldwell
Robert Dearman
Ronald Duffey
Marshall & Mollie Guthrie
Holbert & Julia Hale
Becky Kay
James & Sandra Kennedy
Becky Koehler
James & Nancy McGuffey
Ray & Sarah Medlock
Cynthia Meid
Alice & Robin Miller
Emily Murray
Tammy Patterson
George & Sheryl Reagan
Bob & Ro Rucker
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Hubert Davis
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Lee & Teresa Maddox
Jerry & Rita Porter
Ken & Amy Wilber
Bob Demonbreun
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Kathy Dennington
John & Patsy Holden
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Jim & Marilyn Simpson
Mary Edna East
George & Sheryl Reagan
James Loyd Embry
David & Charlena Embry

Cindy Hayes
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Jean Henderson
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Margaret Hendricks
Sarah Gunter
Ron Hicks
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Janet Hicks
James & Elaine McGuire
Louis Benjamin Holland, Jr.
Steven & LaQuisha White
H.C. Holloway
Ronnie & Judy Holloway
Dallva Horn
Phil & Denise Helms
John & Patsy Holden

Ursula Kinnebrew
Patricia Kinnebrew
Eleanor Komisak
Greg & Jane Graham
Vann Langley
Vesta Brown
Angela Lineberger
Kerry Lineberger
Jesse Long
Wayne & Frances Mitsch
Lee Long
Max & Glenda Harris
Rocky Long
Nelwyn Bozeman
Ruby Long
Johnny Mackey
Eddie & Donna Morris
Michelle McElroy
Phil & Denise Helms
Porter & Virginia McKay
Doug & Mollie Childs
Norma Miller
Jimmy Miller
Sue Moore
Dennis Goss
Thomas F. Murray
Emily Murray
Terry Nichols
Barney & Kathy Atwater
Ron & Becky Cox
Thomas & Jennifer Jacquet
Philip & Shirley Jones
Walker & Ann Kendrick
Robert McMahan
Reid & Andrea Popham
Troy & Betty Putman
Billy & Betty Schroer
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour
Beverly Shreeve
Christa Sisterhen
Terry & Debbie Sumner
Dale Tino
Dan & Sarah Turbeville
Christine Vines
James & Jennifer Warren
James & Judy Warren
Laurie Osborne
Beverly Shreeve

Walter & Eunice Pluim
Robert & Edna Southard
Louise Poole
Jerry & Susy Poole
Peggy Porter
Jerry & Rita Porter
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour
Ken & Amy Wilber
Ron Porter
Sam & Patty Mankin
Jack Potts
Ken & Bev Dowdy
Judy Purdy
John Purdy
Cole Putnam
Robert & Cathie Putnam
Kathy Rabren
Phil & Denise Helms
David Rogers
Robert & Cathie Putnam
Libby Davis Russell
Vesta Brown
Nick & Nancy Sapio
Dale & Cindy Kilpatrick
Tom Sargent
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Truett Scales
Max & Glenda Harris
Ron L. Horn
Jimmy Miller
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Christopher Schneider
Michael & Angie Ballenger

Juanita Slaughter
Ken & Bev Dowdy

Timothy Thorpe
Jerry & Rita Porter

Jim Slaughter
Ken & Bev Dowdy

Lynda Towe
Charles & Janis Ruhl

Allen Smith
Avondale Church of Christ

Dottie Travis
Carole DeMonbreun
Jerry & Rita Porter
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Jerry Starks
Janet Hicks
Ivadell Taylor
Steve & Gail Smilie
Warren & Martha Thomason
Newana Williamson
Bill Thompson
Ken & Bev Dowdy

In Honor and Respect
Forrest & Jacqueline Brown
Vesta Brown
Richard & Kara Coleman
Jessica Coleman
Scott & Valerie Covington
Scott & Sheila Lee
Chad & Reagan Dollahite
Robert & Cheryl Edwards
David & Janice Enlow
Vesta Brown
Abigail Kenna Gibson
Ken & Kim Gibson
Tristan Kade Gibson
Ken & Kim Gibson
Alan & Lanita Henderson
Vesta Brown
James Hutcheson
Larry Gentner

Brandon & Denise Johnson
Neal & JoAnne Stubblefield
Ronny & Janell Jones
Vesta Brown
Michael Kingsley
Curtis & Shirley Kingsley
Brody Mong
Daniel & Kandis Mong

Jane Johnson Waites
Jerry & Rita Porter
Peggy Walker
Pamela Jones
Walter Walker
David & Michelle Parker

Frances Helms Warren
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms
Willie Mae Warren
Jimmy Warren
Dot Wheeler
Michael & Andrea Sellars
David Wilkinson
Guy & Loretta Hydrick
Phillip & Ella Williams
Andrewnetta Williams
Nathaniel Williams, Sr.
Lisa Williams
James Richard Womack
Vesta Brown

Memorial or Honor Gift
1) Give online! Visit www.GeorgiaAgape.org/donate, and use
the dropdown box for Memorial and Honors.
2) Give by mail! The enclosed gift of $________ is given in
q Memory of or q Honor of __________________________.
Please notify:
Name _____________________________________________

The Morrisons
Clay Jones

Address ___________________________________________

Jim & Cathy Ragland
Vesta Brown

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Lindsay & Kay Sims
Vesta Brown

Email address ______________________________________

Buddy & Brenda White
Vesta Brown
Joan Zahler
Donnie & Margaret Ann Murray

For memorials, relationship to the deceased _______________
For honor gifts, occassion _____________________________
Georgia Agape, Inc.
3094 Mercer University Dr., Suite 200, Atlanta, Ga. 30341

Our Mission

is to provide
professional social services as a
compassionate Christian outreach to
children, families and individuals in order
to enhance their prospects for a better
and brighter future.

Georgia Agape Staff

Board of Directors

Racquelle Grant, MSW, Executive Director

Charlie Roberts, Chairperson

LaQuisha White, MS, LPC, CPCS, Director of Social Services

Greg Winnett, Vice Chairperson

Karen Anthony, MAOM, Director of Administration

Renard Anthony, Treasurer

Ken Dowdy, Director of Development

Ivelisse Matos

Kehli Higdon, LMSW, Assistant Director of Social Services

Steve Murdock

Kristi Buce, Administrative Assistant

Fernando Nasmyth

Dana Stanley, Accountant
Erica Williams, BSW, Child Placement Case Manager
Jessica Johnson, Resource Development Coordinator
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MAY IS NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

