
Embracing T H E   Inner Life
It’s easier to reflect on failures than on accomplishments. One can eas-
ily obsess over mistakes, minimizing any positive outcome at the end 
of the day. Consider how Michael Jordan characterized his amazing 
career, “I have missed more than 9,000 shots in my career. I have lost 
almost 300 games. On 26 occasions I have been entrusted to take the 
game-winning shot, and I missed. I have failed over and over and over 

again in my life. And that is why I succeed.” 
Think about Babe Ruth. He played 22 seasons for the Yankees, Red Sox, and Braves; 

had a .342 batting average with 2,873 hits, 714 home runs, 2,214 RBIs and 2,174 runs 
scored; won 7 World Series; and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1936. 
Guess what? He was struck out 1,330 times in his career.

In a recent article about Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple, he reflected 
on what he plans to have on his mind when facing the end of his life. He won’t 
measure his happiness by the size of Apple’s market share or even his personal 
worth. Instead, he says he will think about the jokes he told and the laughter he 
shared with family and friends. “These are the moments I want to remember, …
(and) they don’t involve co-founding Apple.”

People often struggle to find happiness because they see it as a destination. 
According to Harvard University professor Arthur C. Brooks, “Happiness isn’t a 
destination; it’s a direction, …it has more to do with our inner lives.”

I have been blessed to visit with several adults who shared the common ex-
perience of being fostered in families working with Georgia Agape. The positive 
influence of the home where they were placed, the benefit of the training, and 
the deep love they received helped them see what matters most. 

While it’s important to develop talents, the inner being is what matters 
most. Being kind, loving, caring, patient, thoughtful of others matters. It’s excit-
ing to learn of significant worldly accomplishments; however, life stories about a 
person’s inner qualities contain lasting impact and can move us to tears.

Sometimes the path is littered with what we consider failures. High anxiety mixes with 
fear we are not accomplishing our goals. At times like these, we must remember the stories 
of Babe Ruth and Michael Jordan. Remember how big their failures looked within the con-
text of their sport. Remember how easy it is to misapply failure vs. success on any given day. 

Remember we have the power of Creation and the Resurrection filling us and directing 
us as we strive to live each day. Our foster homes constantly hold up this reality to the chil-
dren in their care so that one day the children will embrace this power in their inner lives. 

Let’s reflect daily on the knowledge we can succeed together, at the most important 
things, one child at a time, fostering hope and changing lives.
Ken Dowdy, Director of Development

AgapeToday
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Being kind, loving, caring, 
patient, thoughtful of  
others matters. 
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Whew! This has been a busy season for Georgia Agape. We had a million things coming 
at us at once. Yet with sheer determination and grit, lots of planning, and, of course, 
God, we pushed through it all. I am so excited to share with you.

Completed the Council on Accreditation Audit
First was our audit by the Council on Accreditation (COA). Our 18-month journey of 
evidence submission of best practices, countless meetings, engagements with families 
and stakeholders, and policy review and updates all culminated in a two-day site visit 
with COA reviewers in late March. The result: successful reaccreditation, findings of 
zero deficiencies identified, and fast-tracked directly to accreditation. Not only a rarity, 
but this outcome marks the very highest stamp communicating an agency’s consistent 
performance of field best practice. No words exist to express my deepest felt gratitude 
for Agape’s dedicated staff and Board of Directors, amazing foster and adoptive families, 
valued community and state partners, and generous donors and supporters who all made 
this major accomplishment possible. However, I would like to share a few words directly 
from Jody Levison-Johnson, the president and chief executive officer of COA:

“COA’s program of quality improvement is designed to identify providers that 
have met high performance standards and have made a commitment to their 
stakeholders to deliver the very best quality services. COA is proud to recognize 
Georgia Agape, Inc. as one of these outstanding providers, and we wish you the 
very best in your continuing work with the individuals you serve.”

“It is our great pleasure to inform you that the Council on Accreditation (COA) 
has approved the accreditation of Georgia Agape, Inc. through July 31, 2028. 
Let me again say how significant this achievement is! It represents the fulfillment 
of countless hours of hard work and the dedication of many people—most no-
tably your staff and the members of your board and/or leadership. Please extend 
my congratulations to them.”
Jody Levison-Johnson
President and Chief Executive Officer, Council on Accreditation

A Full and Fulfilling Season!
E X E C U T I V E   U P D A T E

Racquelle Grant, at left, talks  
with attendees at the Network 1:27 
conference in April

Attendees from Church of Christ agencies around the nation join together in prayer and praise at the  
Network 1:27 conference hosted by Georgia Agape in April
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Hosted the 70th Annual Network 1:27 Conference
In April, Agape hosted the 70th annual Network 1:27 conference for Church of Christ 
agencies nationwide. True to this year’s theme of “I Have a Dream,” the association both 
recognized the fulfillment of its mission and imagined the impact continued service to 
children and families across the world could accomplish over the next 70 years. Dynam-
ic presentations ranging from serving diverse populations to navigating current society 
threats to faith-based organizations were given. Jedd Medefind, president of the Christian 
Alliance for Orphans, spoke to us on “Soul Care” and continuing to maintain the soul 
while serving others. Our souls were fed by other presenters such as Dr. Harold Shank, 
national spokesperson for Network 1:27, and Don McLaughlin, senior minister at North 
Atlanta Church of Christ, just to name a couple. We practiced Thessalonians 5:11 by 
encouraging and building up one another. We departed our time together “recharged and 
on fire to do even more in our respective communities,” as one attendee said.

Raised Funds at 5K For Kids and Children's Golf Classic
We also hosted our annual Georgia Agape 5K For Kids with our largest turnout ever! 
Monies were raised to provide additional services for children in our care who have higher 
needs. At the event, we connected with community partners who are inspired to partner 
with us in this work in even more ways. 

As if this blessing was not enough, we moved right into our annual Children’s Golf 
Classic event immediately after Mother’s Day where golfers braved the rain and raised 
funds to support the mission of Agape. I may be biased, but our partners, donors, and 
supporters are the absolute BEST. 

Launched "55 in 55" Initiative
Many great things are brewing at Georgia Agape. We are excited and thankful to God for 
the many ways He is providing for our success and continued service. We are approaching 
our 55th anniversary of serving children and families in 2025. In honor of this milestone, 
Agape is launching a new initiative we are fondly calling “55 in 55.” We have set goals that 
will increase our reach in serving communities. 

Here’s how you can help. Between now and the end of the year, visit Agape’s website 
(www.georgiaagape.org) to see the list of goals and our progress towards each one. Iden-
tify at least one goal that you can assist with. I promise, there is something for everyone. 
Lastly, reach out to us so we can partner together. This initiative is not only requests but 
also offerings of how we may be of assistance in your congregations and communities. 

As we honor our 55 years of service in this way, we desire to increase our ability to 
assist families through collaboration. We can do so much more together. Will you help us 
to care for an expectant mom, a child in need, or a family in crisis? 
Racquelle Grant, Executive Director

A record number of 175 participants 
ran in this year's 5K For Kids!

Our heartfelt thanks to all the golfers 
and churches who supported this year's 
Children's Golf Classic

Celebrate !
Please make your plans to join 
us at the beautiful Westin Atlanta 
Perimeter North on Thursday, 
Sept. 26, at 7:00 p.m. for our 
2024 Celebration Banquet. 
Come celebrate the great work 
of Georgia Agape with us. 
See you there!
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State of Georgia Improves Parent Training 
The state of Georgia recently introduced new curriculum for fos-
ter and adoptive parent training called the National Training and 
Development Curriculum (NTDC). This new curriculum focuses 
more on trauma-based initiatives that a potential family caregiver 
can follow to best help the children in their care. 

At Georgia Agape, we applaud the state for recognizing that 
family caregivers would benefit from more intensive training that aligns with the 
trauma children in foster care have experienced in addition to basic parenting skills. 
NTDC requires 30 hours of training and replaces the former foster parent training 
known as IMPACT.  

Per the participant handbook, “The National Training and Development Cur-
riculum (NTDC) is a curriculum based on research and input from experts, families 
who have experience with fostering or adopting children, and former foster and adop-
tive youth. It provides potential foster or adoptive parents with the information and 
tools needed to parent a child who has experienced trauma, separation, and loss. It 
is a state-of-the-art classroom and online program that helps to prepare prospective 
foster and adoptive parents to be successful parents. In addition, the NTDC gives 
caregivers access to information and resources needed to continue building skills once 
they have a child in their home.”

At Agape, we completed our first NTDC training session this spring. We will 
continue to offer NTDC classes each quarter. The next two sessions will be held  
July 2-30, 2024, and October 1-31, 2024.

If you are interested in joining Agape’s NTDC classes or would like more details, 
please email me at Sondra@georgiaagape.org.  
Sondra Colbert, Director of Social Services

Understanding  Trauma

Will you?  
Foster parents are greatly needed. 
If your heart is pulling you towards 
serving families via foster care,  
please contact Sondra Colbert, 
our Director of Social Services, at 
Sondra@georgiaagape.org or via 
phone at (770) 452-9995. 



Georgia Agape 5K For Kids Raises Funds
The beautiful campus and excellent track and field facilities of Greater Atlanta 
Christian School made a great venue for the Georgia Agape 5K for Kids held 
Sunday, April 14th. The course is recognized by the USA Track & Field and the 
Road Runners Club of America as a certified course. This year, 175 individuals 
participated in the event which included a one-mile Fun Run and a 5K Run. Rep-
resenting tremendous growth, this is an increase of 85 more than last year’s total 
of 90 participants. 

This fun day was made possible through the dedicated leadership and work 
of the best volunteers ever. Thanks to Lea Long, Brad Kinser, Cliff Sharp, Ted 
Thames, and Bev Dowdy along with the Agape staff for their roles in making this 
a great day.

We are grateful for our sponsors who help make our events fun and successful 
for the children we serve. Our sponsors included Cable Depot, Greater Atlanta 
Christian School, Strickland Chiropractic, and T.E.M. Promotions. Our deepest 
thanks to them and to many of you who gave through your donations.
Ken Dowdy, Director of Development
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Running Ahead! MORE WAYS TO GIVE

Leave a Legacy 
Whether you would 
like to put your 
donation to work 
today or benefit us 
after your lifetime, 
you can find a 
charitable plan that 
lets you provide for your family and 
support Agape. A few options are: 
Wills and Living Trusts; Beneficiary 
Designations; and Charitable 
Remainder Trust. 

Contact your legal or financial advisor 
to prepare the proper documents and 
learn which kinds of gifts will have the 
best benefit for you as you support 
Georgia Agape.

Donate Your Used Vehicle
You can donate 
your car, truck, 
boat, RV, or motor 
home to Georgia 
Agape. By using the 
donation services 
of CARS, you will 
receive a tax deduction for the gross 
proceeds. All donations require a clear 
title to the vehicle.

Navigate to the donation page on the 
Georgia Agape website. Just below 
“Donate Your Vehicle to Charity,” 
you’ll find the blue DONATE button to 
begin your donation.

You can also contact CARS by phone 
at 855-500-7433. Tell our agent you 
want the proceeds to go to Agape.

Thanks to so many of you who have 
donated your used vehicle!
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In Loving Memory

Peggy Adkins
Philip & Shirley Jones

David Anderson
Michael & Linda Glenn

Charles Michael Anderson
Glen & Jennifer Ramsey

Carlynn Anguish
David Anguish

Susan Mercer Arnold
Brad & Kelly Baker
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Sherry Davis
Carole DeMonbreun
Bard & Mary Lea Ferguson
Joe Glenn
Jack & Ellen Goodwin
Steve & Shelton Greene
Bill & Janice Guthrie
Phil & Denise Helms
Hugh & Sabrina MacDonald
Jerry & Susy Poole
Jerry & Rita Porter
Bob Reinhart
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour
Stewart & Cherie Smith
John & Marsy Thomas
Ken & Amy Wilber
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Mattie & Tony Bable
Bernard & Bobbie Bable

Mattie Pearl Bable
Bernard & Bobbie Bable

Nancy Bain
Charles & Myra Hampton

Peter Ballenger
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Lee Bartlett
Roger Dennington
Larry & Carol Morris
Jerry & Susy Poole
Jerry & Rita Porter

Janice Barton
Barbara Lutjen
Gary Morris
Margaret Throneberry

Jan Bass
Michael & Angie Ballenger

GIFTS RECEIVED  
OCT. 17, 2023–MAY 21, 2024

Edwin Roger Beauchamp
Lisa Barker
Carolyn Dyson
James Garner
Kendria Northcutt
Gene & Nancy Westbrooks

Wayne E. Blickenstaff
Phil & Denise Helms

Phil Bowers
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Dick & Karen Barton
James & Jan Browning
Bill & Linda Burton
Dale & Brenda Grogan
Phil & Denise Helms
Brian & Terrie Jernigan
Hugh & Sabrina MacDonald
Rosemary Maxwell
Harold & Ruhanna Neal
Marcia Newell
Steve Peck
Dick & Mary Ann Peugeot
Jerry & Susy Poole
Jerry & Rita Porter
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour
Neal & JoAnne Stubblefield
Bob & Ginger Thomason
Gene & Nancy Westbrooks
Ken & Amy Wilber
Donna Williams
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Thelma Brinkley
Vesta Brown

Rex Brown
Nancy Brown

Traci Browne
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Ron Bybee
Roger Dennington

Bob Cadenhead
Larry & Sandra Richardson

Jason Callahan
Randy & Beth Taylor

Vicki Chambless
Michael & Linda Glenn

Arlin Chapman
Nelwyn Bozeman

Acklin Clark
Anne Clark

Randal Clark
Anne Clark

Mary Alice Cobb
Harold Cobb

Clarence & Esta Cochran
Max & Glenda Harris

Rebecca T. Cofer
William Laird

Frances Coleman
Amy Leblanc

Ken Cooley
Ray & Sarah Medlock

Marvin C. Cox
John & Patsy Holden

Delaine Crisp
Ralph & Nancy Mann

Natalie Davidson
Vesta Brown

Dana Davis
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Bill & Linda Burton

Bob Demonbreun
Carole DeMonbreun

Kathy Dennington
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Hanson E. "Muff" Farmer
Phil & Denise Helms

Melissa Fox
Larry & Carol Morris

Jim & Mary Freeman
Randy & Carol Anderson
Charles & Myra Hampton
Phil & Denise Helms
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Jim Freeman
Max & Glenda Harris
Ron L. Horn
Cless & Linda Overly

Mary Freeman
Ron L. Horn
Jimmy Miller

Beth Gentner
Michael & Angie Ballenger

Aric Gerdes
Dennis & Ann Gerdes

Joe Glenn
Ruth Bastin
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Myrtle Rose Goss
Dennis Goss

Bill & Rita Greer
Ashley Greer

Betty Harber
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Gene & June Harber
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Katheryne Hardy
David & Sue Riley

James W. Hawes
Brad & Wendy Barber
Bob & Sheila DuPriest
Landi Nix
Amy Perryman
Janet Rhubee
Jennifer Schneider

Phil Hayes
Carole DeMonbreun

Frances Helms
Phil & Denise Helms

John & June Hemby
Thomas Hemby

Edith Hensley
Garry & Rachael Hensley

Robert D. Hogan
Max & Glenda Harris

Al Holcomb
Butch & Hilda Nutt

William F. Hooten
Jan Hooten

Joyce Hughes
Melinda Flock

Patsy Hurd
Phil & Denise Helms

Carolyn Brown Jenkins
Rex & Paulette Burrell
Youth Villages, Strategic Partnerships 

Department

Barbara "Bobbie" Jones
Phil & Denise Helms

Tom & Diane Jones
Steven & Cheryl Putman

Duncan Kennerly
Tim & Sue Kennerly

Richard Kirby
Paulette Bogs

Hazel Knox
Avondale Church of Christ

Roy Lashbrook
Vesta Brown

Gerald Glenn Lindsey
Ted & Karoline Dempsey

Rocky Long
Ruby Long

James Edward Luna
Neal & Shelly Thomas

Johnny Mackey
Eddie & Donna Morris

Mary Ella Marshall
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Martha Sue McCain
Vesta Brown
Dennis Goss

Ralph McCluggage
Hugh & Sabrina MacDonald

Michelle McElroy
Phil & Denise Helms
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Porter & Virginia McKay
Roy & Laurie Gunter

Patricia McMillan
Amy Leblanc

Lori McWhorter
Ralph & Nancy Mann

Eleanor Melson
Claudia Briley
Michael & Linda Glenn
Jeff Hartline
Phil & Denise Helms
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Margaret Piper

Jill Middleton
Michael & Angie Ballenger

Betty Miller
Max & Glenda Harris

Melanie Moore
Robert & Cathie Putnam

Pat Moore 
Vesta Brown
Dennis Goss

Trudy Morrison
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Terry Nichols
Michael & Angie Ballenger

Jolene Nutt
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Randy Smith

Joe Page
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Anne Page

John Pauli
Jerrie Moon

Laura Pettit
John & Margie Pettit

Elsie Phillips
Jerrie Moon

Boyce Pittman
Sharon Powell

Mary Louise Poole
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Jerry & Susy Poole

Peggy Porter
Daoud & Shannon Shakkour

Frank Pruitt
Amy Leblanc

Charles Raby
William & Susan Powers

Jane Miller Reinhart
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Bob Reinhart

Margie Renahan
John & Patsy Holden

Charlie Roberts
Bill & Janice Guthrie
Phil & Denise Helms
Warren & Peggy Johnson
Alan & Marsha Lewis
James Lokey
Hugh & Sabrina MacDonald

Suzie McCluggage
Clark & Susan Miller
Donnie & Margaret Ann Murray
Jerry & Susy Poole
Barbara Porter
Jerry & Rita Porter
Kathy Roberts
Mary Ann Thompson
Ed & Joyce Tomblin
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Daniel Boyce Roberts
Sharon Powell

Ken Rogers
Phil & Denise Helms

Kent & Norma Rollman
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Michael Satterfield
Alan Aikens
Gary LeVan

June Savage
Larry & Carol Morris

Kenneth M. Shumard, Sr.
Jerry & Rita Porter

Jackson Smith
Stewart & Cherie Smith

Kyle Smith
Larry & Carol Morris

Harold & Virginia Stancliff
Jason & Linda Moore

Elizabeth Starling
Ray Starling

Randal D. Stephens
Eloise Stephens

Kurt Sumner
Tammie Sutter

Tripp Sutter
Tammie Sutter

Charles Thompson
Charles & Myra Hampton

Tadd Trueb
Carolyn Broucek
William Dempsey
Roger Dennington
John & Patsy Holden
Randall & Nancy Jackson
Chris Kelley
Linda Krebs
Jim & Becky McDaniel
Larry & Carol Morris
Jonathan & Elizabeth Ray
Jim & Jere Tate
Pauline Thomas

Peggy Walker
Pamela Jones

Frances Helms Warren
Michael & Angie Ballenger

Kathy Brown Whaley
Nancy Brown

Charlotte J. Williams
Barry & Kathy Blackburn

Karen Anthony
Dave & Camille Warren

Sandra Baggett
Joyce Bagley

The Keith Brooks Family
Ed & Annette Prince

Chad & Reagan Dollahite
Robert & Cheryl Edwards

Abigail Kenna Gibson
Ken & Kim Gibson

Tristan Kade Gibson
Ken & Kim Gibson

Jerry W. Johnson
Wayne & Virginia Johnson

Sandra Kennedy
Alan & Lanita Henderson
Tom & Anne Raines

Michael Kingsley
Curtis & Shirley Kingsley
Snap Tech IT

Stacey Lusk
Wayne & Frances Mitsch

In Honor & Respect
Randy & Mia Medlin

Tommy & Ellen Williams

Brody Mong
Daniel & Kandis Mong

Aubrey Zeiler Moniz
Todd & Keely Zeiler

Marie Oglesby
Alan & Lanita Henderson
Tom & Anne Raines

Jessie Phillips
Patrice Grimes

Henry Price's 93rd Birthday
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Clark & Geraldine Sharpe
Jimmy & Corlis Ellis

Jim Tucker
Michael & Angie Ballenger
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Scott White
Noah White

Memorial or Honor Gift
1) Give online! Visit www.GeorgiaAgape.org/donate, and use 
the dropdown box for Memorial and Honors.

2) Give by mail! The enclosed gift of $________ is given in  
q Memory of or q Honor of __________________________.

Please notify:

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Email address ______________________________________

For memorials, relationship to the deceased _______________

For honor gifts, occassion _____________________________

Georgia Agape, Inc.  
3094 Mercer University Dr., Suite 200, Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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Georgia Agape Staff
Racquelle Grant, MSW, Executive Director
Sondra Colbert, MSW, Director of Social Services
Karen Anthony, MAOM, Director of Administration
Ken Dowdy, Director of Development
Kristi Buce, Administrative Assistant
Dana Stanley, Accountant
Erica Williams, BSW, Child Placement Case Manager

Our Mission  is to provide 
professional social services as a 
compassionate Christian outreach to 
children, families and individuals in order 
to enhance their prospects for a better 
and brighter future.

Board of Directors
Fernando Nasmyth, Chairperson
Renard Anthony, Treasurer
Ivelisse Matos, Secretary
Brenda Hunter 
Steve Murdock 

Perfect Family Picnic
What a wonderful time of year! Flowers blooming, sun rays warming the skin, 
children laughing and enjoying sweet fellowship with each other. Foster and 
adoptive parents, foster and adoptive children, as well as staff and their families 
enjoyed each other at our Annual Family Picnic.

At the Annual Family Picnic our BBQ 
kings, Tristan Rogers and Anthony 
Grant (pictured at left), manned the 
grill and face-painted Sondra Colbert 
(below) served delicious cake.


