Gene Proctor

Kyle Coker

“From the rising of the sun
to the place where it sets,
the name of the Lord is
to be praised.”

Psalm 113:3 (NIV)
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Psalm 113:3 tells us from the rising of the sun to its going down the
Lord’s name is to be praised. We praise him because he is good. Not
that everything is perfect. Not that there are no challenges. But that
He is good.

We faced many challenges at Agape this year. Almost every expense
line item increased in cost. Families continued to struggle. Neglect and
abuse continued as more children entered into foster care. Access to services for children
decreased significantly in 2026 while the need continued to grow.

Still, we witnessed families being safely reunited. Forever families were created through
adoption. Children in our homes were introduced to Christ and baptized. There is still so
much good.

Internally, we welcomed two new board members to our Agape family. Gene Proctor
and Kyle Coker joined an already passionate and committed board ready to face every ob-
stacle while furthering the mission of our agency. Tiffany Dillard joined our Development
Team; she will take the reins from Ken Dowdy who is set to retire in late 2026. (Read a
message from Tiffany on page 6.) We have so much to be thankful for.

Gene Proctor joins the Agape Board of Directors with over 40 years of experience in
Public Safety. After retiring in 2017 as Battalion Chief of the Rome-Floyd County Fire
Department, he now serves as the Chief Coroner of Floyd County. A member at Oak Hill
Church of Christ with his wife of 48 years, Gene brings faith, public servant experience and
a passion for family that will serve the board well.

Kyle Coker comes to the board with both critical expertise and an intimate knowledge
of foster care and adoption. In his professional role, Kyle leads an IT escalated support team
at Chick-fil-A. Personally, Kyle and his wife of 33 years, Natalie, are parents to two biolog-
ical children and four children adopted through Georgia Agape. For six years, the Cokers
served as foster parents before answering the call to adopt and thus bring firsthand know-
ledge of our work that is sure to assist in continuing our commitment to best practices.

On a personal note, my oldest daughter is now a college freshman. She is my first to
leave the nest. It is bittersweet. I am reminded that our job in this world, and in this work,
is to pour into the lives of our children while simultaneously trusting God. He is good.

This year saw new partnerships with even more plans in the works for 2027. Our many
supporters made our work possible and have helped us answer the call of James 1:27. We
are so very grateful.

There is more to do. There are 11,000 children in foster care in Georgia today and a
national foster parent shortage. Both God’s command to and the need for caring for or-
phans remains. Georgia Agape stands committed to serving families. Will you help us
answer the call?

Racquelle Grant, Executive Director



Could You Be a Foster Parent?

" If your heart
3 is pulling you
toward serving
families via
. foster care, there
is a great need.
Please contact Sondra Colbert,
Social Services Director, at
sondra@georgiaagape.org or
via phone at (770) 452-9995.

I'm single.

H

"
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You Might Be More Qualified Than You Think

Have you ever thought about becoming a foster parent but quickly decided you proba-
bly wouldn’t qualify?

I'm single. I rent. I work full-time. I don’t have children. I'm not wealthy.

You may be surprised to learn that none of these things automatically prevents you
from becoming a foster parent.

Foster families come in many different forms. You don’t have to be married, own
your home, have children of your own, or be wealthy. Many foster parents also work
full-time. What matters is having a safe and stable home, being financially able to meet
your own needs, and having the time, patience, and commitment to care for a child.

Teens Need Families, Too

When people think about fostering, they often picture babies and young children. But
there is also a great need for families willing to consider teenagers.

Teenagers may be becoming more independent, but they still need adults in their
corner. They need someone to teach them to drive, help with a first job application, at-
tend a school event, celebrate a birthday, talk about plans after graduation, offer advice
after a difficult day, and remind them that they matter. Turning 16 doesn’t mean you
stop needing someone to come home to.

Teens in foster care are not defined by being in foster care. They are individuals with
different personalities, interests, talents, challenges, hopes, and dreams. Some may need
additional time to trust and build relationships, but sometimes making a difference sim-
ply means being the adult who consistently shows up.

Could That Be You?

You don’t need to have all the answers, and learning about foster care doesn’t mean you're
making a commitment. Maybe you're single. Maybe you're an empty nester. Maybe
you've never parented before. Maybe you work full-time. Or maybe you've thought
about fostering but assumed you weren't the “typical” foster parent.

There is no single picture of what a foster family looks like. What children and teen-
agers need are caring adults willing to provide stability, encouragement, guidance, and a
safe place where they can belong while they need it most.

Maybe it’s worth a conversation.

Contact Georgia Agape to learn more about becoming a foster parent. You may dis-
cover that you have more to offer than you ever realized.

Sondra Colbert, MSW, Director of Social Services
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At Georgia Agape, the work has always been about more than meet-
ing an immediate need. Through foster care, adoption, and materni-
ty support services, we come alongside children and families during
some of the most difficult and uncertain seasons of their lives. Our
goal is not simply to respond to a crisis, but to help create the con-
ditions in which children can be safe, families can become healthier,
and hope can begin to take root.

We are grateful to say Georgia Agape is financially strong. That strength allows
us to plan ahead carefully, use our resources wisely, and look for opportunities to
serve more families in the months and years ahead. Good stewardship means pre-
paring not only for today’s needs, but for the needs we know are coming,.

The work itself is demanding. Make no mistake, this is not work for the faint
of heart. Our staff and foster families often walk beside people carrying trauma, dis-
appointment, fear, and uncertainty. We stay present because the wellbeing of a child
cannot be separated from the health and stability of the family surrounding that
child. Whenever possible, we seek not only safety for children, but healing, growth,
and a stronger family unit.

Again and again, we hear stories of God at work in those difficult places giving
families courage, giving children strength, and providing wisdom to make differ-
ent choices. We see moments when peace begins to replace fear, when trust slowly
returns, and when a child or parent learns that love can be carried even into life’s
hardest struggles.

That is where your partnership matters.

Financial support allows Georgia Agape to continue this work and to grow our
capacity to serve more children and families. Your year-end gift helps us finish the
current year strong while preparing thoughtfully for the year ahead: recruiting and
supporting foster families, serving adoptive families, assisting mothers in difficult
circumstances, and remaining ready when a child needs a safe place to land.

The need for this work will not diminish in the coming months. In many ways,
we expect it to grow. We invite you to stand with us as we care for children and
families who can too easily be overlooked by the larger community.

Will you partner with Georgia Agape this year-end, helping us carry hope, sta-
bility, and love into the lives of those we are called to serve? You can give by using
an enclosed envelope to send a check or go online at GeorgiaAgape.org/donate. Use
the QR code on the back cover for an even easier way to give.

From our entire Agape family to yours, thank you for your partnership.
Ken Dowdy, Director of Development

A STRONG

Fatundalivn

FOR THE
WORK AHEAD

“Defend the poor and fatherless:
do justice to the afflicted
and needy.”

Psalm 82:3 (KJV)
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Helga Ackerman
Buford Church of Christ
Diane Agin
Vesta Brown
Howard Lee Allen
Judi Boyd
Loretta Allen
Roger Dennington
Michael & Linda Glenn
Janet Hicks
John & Patsy Holden
Dwight & Lesley Melson
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Owen Randall Allen
Amy Leblanc

Ray Allen
Wayne & Donna Collins
Walt & Karen Hobby
Mark & Carol Jones

Amy Lynn Anderson
Charles & Myra Hampton
Doug & Nancy Mead

Carlynn Anguish
David Anguish

Susan Mercer Arnold
Carole DeMonbreun

Mattie Pearl Babble
Bernard & Bobbie Bable

Gene Barrow
Ray & Sarah Medlock

Jan Bass
Vesta Brown

Roger Beauchamp
Carole DeMonbreun

Bob Belcher
Gayle Keller

Charles Bethel
Ray & Sarah Medlock
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Stan Bexley
Susan Bexley

Roosevelt Blackburn, Sr.
Louise Blackburn

Peggy Blackwell
Eric & Sherrell Hedden

Phil Bowers

Carole DeMonbreun

Neal & JoAnne Stubblefield
Rex Brown

Nancy Brown
Rob & Traci Browne

Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
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Rob Browne
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger

Carole Buckner
Barry & Cheryl Duke

Sandra Burgess
Vesta Brown
Newnan Church of Christ

George & Sandra Burns
Anonymous

Raymond Butler
Vesta Brown

Angela Camp
Avondale Church of Christ

Betty Cloer
Garry & Debbie Bratcher
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Linda Clovis
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Janet Hicks
Dwight & Lesley Melson
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Stanley Cofield
Vesta Brown

Bernard "Bernie" William Coholich
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Claude Collins
Butch & Hilda Nutt

Claude Collins
James & Jennifer Warren

Willard & Ruth Collins
Carole DeMonbreun

Newt Collinson
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Janet Hicks
Gene & Nancy Westbrooks
Robert & Mary Louise Williams

Jack Colston
Betty Colston

Wilma Nelms Cooley
Ray & Sarah Medlock
Vesta Brown

Alvin L. Cox
Vesta Brown
Jim & Sylvia Cork

Jan Craig
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms

Carrie Crump
John & Carol Mouser

Patrick Crump
John & Carol Mouser

Bruce Curry
Ira & Judy Griffith
Walt & Karen Hobby

Ernest A. Davis, Jr.
Josephine Davis

Bob Demonbreun
Carole DeMonbreun

Kenneth Drinkwalter
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Jordan Duncan
Steve & Betty Pintur

Charles Dykes
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

David East
Vesta Brown

Carol Eichelberger
Mary Ann Thompson

Robert E. Elliot
Phil & Denise Helms
Steve & Betty Pintur

Christine Ferguson
Vesta Brown

Jean Finney

Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger

Carole DeMonbreun

Phil & Denise Helms

Brent & Kimbra Wiseman
Katherine W. Fisher

Kelvin & Lynn Pettaway
Penny Forester

Steve & Betty Pintur
Cheryl Fox

Gary & Shannon Crane
Joe Glenn

Carole DeMonbreun

Jere & Sue Via
Mary Glenn

Charles & Myra Hampton
Jalen Robert Glore

Glory Property Holdings, LLC
Dennis Goldasich

Steve & Betty Pintur
Linda Gray

Linda Bridges

Amy Leblanc
Mark Gunter

Phil & Denise Helms
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James Reynolds "Renie" Hallford
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Gene & June Harber
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Carlyle, Sybil & Al Hedden
Anonymous

Frances Helms
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms

Shirley Helms
Phil & Denise Helms
James & Pamela Nix
Rita Porter
Bryan & Robin Vaughn
Tammy Whitworth
Joe & Faye Windham

Andrea Henderson
John & Carol Mouser

Mike Hester
Timothy & Maria Aligheri

Billie Hodnett
Steve & Betty Pintur

Harold & Billie Hodnett
Phil & Denise Helms

Harold Hodnett
Carole DeMonbreun

Jean Hogan
Steve & Betty Pintur

Ron & Shelby Horn

Phil & Denise Helms
Mark & Kerrie Rhodes

Ronald L. Horn

Carole DeMonbreun

John & Patsy Holden
Patsy Horton

Phil & Denise Helms
Joyce Hughes

Melinda Flock
Susan Jackson

Dominico & Patricia Commisso
Mary E. Johnson

Charles & Myra Hampton
Jesse "Roger"” Kahn

Phil & Denise Helms
Janice Phillips Keller

Steve & Betty Pintur
Carol Kennerly

Charles & Myra Hampton
James Donny Latham

Carole DeMonbreun



Rocky Long
Ruby Long

Stacey Lusk
Phil & Denise Helms
Wayne & Frances Mitsch

Johnny Mackey
Anonymous
Jane Law
Ralph Malone
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Luigi Martelli
Charles & Myra Hampton
Jackie Manley Martin
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Michelle McElroy
Phil & Denise Helms
Sorita McKenzie
John & Patsy Holden
Leslie Schnell McNease
Albert & Arlene White
Lamar & Eleanor Melson
Dwight & Lesley Melson
Jill Beasley Miller
Phil & Denise Helms
Leila Elaine Mitchell
Anonymous
Susan Blackman Montgomery
Phil & Denise Helms
Ray Mooney
Newnan Church of Christ
Barbara Murphey
Archie & Geneele Crenshaw
Willie Newkirt
Steve Camp
Chris Norris, Sr.
Charles & Myra Hampton
Jolene Nutt
Garry & Debbie Bratcher
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Our Mothers
Barry & Ellen Payne
Larry Overly
Buford Church of Christ
Joe Page
Carole DeMonbreun
Cassandra Parker
Lael Bellamy
James Hicks
Joby & Sarah Higinbotham
James McCullough
Anne Parsons
Julie Bridges
Donna Payne
Gary & Shannon Crane
Jerry Porter
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Robert & Judy Kratovil
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Bobby J. Ragland
Vesta Brown

David & Patricia Raines
Renee Cooley

Rodger Raines
Renee Cooley

Andi Amelia Register
Thomas Stephens

Bob Reinhart
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Janet Hicks
Butch & Hilda Nutt
Gene & Nancy Westbrooks
Dennis & Claudia Womack
Charlie Roberts
Stewart & Cherie Smith
Neal & JoAnne Stubblefield
Bruce Robinson
Vesta Brown
Ray & Sarah Medlock
Christopher Schneider
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Upton Lee Shelton
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Phil & Denise Helms
Patrick Shrewsbury
Steve & Betty Pintur
Corinne Collins Slayton
Carole DeMonbreun
Angela Odum Smith
Phil & Denise Helms
Grace Smith
Vesta Brown
Jackson Smith
Stewart & Cherie Smith
Jane Smith
Steve & Betty Pintur
William Paul Smith
Vesta Brown
Mamie Stanley
Barbara Morse
Michael Ernest Sumner
Phil & Denise Helms
Tripp Sutter
Renee Cooley
Tracey Sutton
Janet Hicks
Buster Tanner
Vesta Brown
Ansley Shakkour Thompson
David & Beth Fincher
Charles & Myra Hampton
Roger Thompson
Jack Colston
Tadd Trueb
Thomas & Pam Trueb
James Tucker, Jr.
Michael, Angie & Bryce Ballenger
Neal & JoAnne Stubblefield

Andy & Vida Vaughn
Susan Bexley
Peggy Walker
Pamela Jones
Gladys Walls
Robert & Amy Neiman
Tom & Elizabeth Weir
Anonymous

Kathy Brown Whaley
Nancy Brown

Carole Wolaver
Steve & Betty Pintur

Peggy Woods
Carole DeMonbreun
Phil & Denise Helms
Jeffrey & Cathy Hendrick
Brent & Kimbra Wiseman

Jim Wooten
Vesta Brown
Johnnie Zahler
Daniel & Corine Jackson

IN HONOR & RESPECT

Joyce & Landis Cameron
Ed & Annette Prince
Chad & Reagan Dollahite
Robert & Cheryl Edwards
Barbara Fleming
Eloise Fleming
Truitt & Sharon Gipson
Jonathan & Christie Atkins
Patricia Hawes
Jeff & Cathy Hendrick
John & Julie Clinebell
Jerry W. Johnson
Wayne & Virginia Johnson
Michael Johnson, Jr.
Anonymous
Sandra Kennedy
Alan & Lanita Henderson
Jeanette Kirby
Jack & Debbie Harrington
Greg Lisby
Glenn Hrebenak
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Janetta McCoy

Karletta McCoy
Thelma Mead

Doug & Nancy Mead
Brody Mong

Daniel & Kandis Mong
Georgia Mosely

Don & Barbara Mosley
Matthew Nelson

David & Cristie Nelson
Ladies Bible Class at Newnan
Church of Christ

Sandra Kennedy
Ed & Joyce Tomblin

John & Julie Clinebell
Annabel White

The Lovett School
Rebecca E. Wilson

Barbara Bryant

Joan Zahler
Donnie & Margaret Ann Murray

| Memorial or Honor Gift

| 1) Give online! Visit www.GeorgiaAgape.org/donate, and use

the dropdown box for Memorial and Honors.

2) Give by mail! The enclosed gift of $
| & Memory of or 4 Honor of

| Please notify:

Name

is given in

Address

| City/State/Zip

| Email address

| For memorials, relationship to the deceased

| For honor gifts, occassion

| Georgia Agape, Inc.
3094 Mercer University Dr., Suite 200
| Atlanta, Ga. 30341
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Cenneeltng People vo Pipese

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.”

Tiffany C. Dillard, Development Officer

It is a privilege to join Georgia Agape’s

development team as its newest member
and to contribute to the broader mission

of serving children and families. My
career has spanned communications,
higher education leadership, workforce
development, recruitment, strategic
partnerships, and community engage-
ment. Through it all, building relation-
ships and connecting people to purpose
have remained central to my work.

At Auburn University, I earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communi-
cation with a concentration in Radio,
Television, Film, and Media Studies.
That gave me a foundation I have used
ever since in public relations, media re-
lations, and executive communications.
Early in my career, I served as a Senior
Communications Specialist in the City
of Atlanta Mayor’s Office, where my
work included speechwriting for the
Honorable Shirley Franklin, former
Mayor of Atlanta.

One of my fondest memories
from my time at Auburn was working
as a Pre-K teacher. Seeing firsthand
how consistency, encouragement, and

6 | Agape Today, Fall 2026

1 Peter 4:10

support can add stability during a child’s
formative years made that experience espe-
cially meaningful.

Service was also an important part of
my college experience. I became a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, incorporat-
ed in March 2005, and have remained ac-
tive for more than 20 years. As undergrad-
uate chapter president at Auburn, I helped
lead fundraising and service initiatives
benefiting local charitable causes across the
southeastern region.

My career expanded into higher edu-
cation leadership, including several years at
Grand Canyon University, a Christian in-
stitution. My faith has been an important
part of my life since childhood. Becoming
part of Georgia Agape gives me the chance
to bring faith and professional service to-
gether again. 1 Peter 4:10 reminds us to
use our gifts to serve others. That principle
has guided me throughout my career.

Workforce development introduced
another dimension of service. I worked
with people facing barriers to employment,
including veterans who had experienced
housing instability. Watching people re-
build their footing, one job and one skill
at a time, showed me another side of what
relationships and access can do. That belief
carries into how I think about develop-
ment. It is more than raising funds. It is
about building trust, sharing the mission,
and helping people understand how their
support makes a tangible difference in the
lives of our children and families.

I also believe in the power of a good
story. A well-told story can bring people
closer to a cause in a way numbers alone
never do. In development, those stories can
help donors, supporters, and community
partners understand the people and pur-
pose behind a mission.

Professional growth remains im-
portant to me as well. I hold a master’s
degree in Higher and Postsecondary
Education from Argosy University.
am currently completing my second
master’s degree in Organizational
Leadership with an emphasis in Data
Analytics at Southern New Hamp-
shire University. I am also pursuing a
Graduate Certificate in Leadership of
Nonprofit Organizations.

I am an Atlanta native and a grad-
uate of Decatur High School. It means
a great deal to watch my daughter,
Taylor, attend my alma mater. She is
a sophomore who balances AP and
Honors coursework with cheerleading
and other extracurricular activities.
Watching her grow into her own path
at Decatur High School has meant
more than [ can say.

As an avid sports fan, I root for
all the local home teams, including
the Adanta Falcons, Atlanta Braves,
Atanta Hawks, and Atlanta United,
and I remain a proud Auburn Uni-
versity alumna and fan of our athletic
programs. Outside of work, I enjoy
traveling, going to concerts, reading
and writing, trying great cuisine at new
restaurants, attending major sporting
events, and spending time with my
daughter, family, and friends.

My professional experiences have
strengthened my commitment to
service and taught me the value of
building meaningful relationships.
Bringing that experience to Georgia
Agape means a great deal to me, and
most importantly, it is an honor to
support its mission of fostering hope
and changing lives.

Tiffany C. Dillard, Development Officer



How You Can Support Our Mission

Partner with us in fostering hope and changing lives!

JOIN US AT THE 2026 CELEBRATION BANQUET

Georgia Agape’s Celebration Banquet will be held on Thursday, Sept. 24, at The
Opal Event Hall located at 1848 Old Norcross Road, Lawrenceville, GA.

Our guest speaker this year will be Susan Paa, a licensed clinical social worker,
with over 15 years of experience in the field of social work. Her career has
primarily focused on addiction and child welfare, including as a DFCS caseworker,
forensic interviewer, and serving child victims in the criminal court system. Susan
will share her very personal story of foster care and adoption that you don’t want
to miss.

GIVE TO THE ANNUAL THANKSGIVING APPEAL

You can provide a gift for the Thanksgiving Appeal starting now through the end of
December. Your gift during this time allows the children we serve an opportunity to
enjoy a genuine Christian-family experience. Use the QR code on the back cover to
make your gift.

RUN IN THE AGAPE 5K FOR KIDS

Agape 5K For Kids is scheduled for Sunday, April 4, 2027. Make your plans now to
come run and support the great work of Georgia Agape. It will be a fun day for the
whole family! Registration details are coming soon.

DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLE

You can donate your car, truck, boat, RV, or motor home to Georgia Agape. By
using the donation services of CARS, you will receive a tax deduction for the gross
proceeds. All donations require a clear title to the vehicle.

To donate your used vehicle, navigate to the donation page on the Georgia Agape
website. Just below “Donate Your Vehicle to Charity,” you’ll find the blue DONATE

button to begin your vehicle donation. Run at the Agape 5K for Kids

You can also contact CARS by phone at 855-500-7433. Be sure to tell our agent you
want the proceeds to go to Georgia Agape.

Thanks to so many of you who have donated your used vehicle!

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR GEORGIA AGAPE

Whether you would like to put your donation to work today or benefit us after
your lifetime, you can find a charitable plan that lets you provide for your family
and support Agape. A few options are: Wills and Living Trusts; Beneficiary
Designations; and Charitable Remainder Trust.

Contact your legal or financial advisor to prepare the proper documents and learn
which kinds of gifts will have the best tax benefit for you.
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CQU/’L MCAAL&% is to provide

professional social services as a
compassionate Christian outreach to
children, families and individuals in order
to enhance their prospects for a better
and brighter future.

Georgia Agape

3094 Mercer University Drive, Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30341

Georgia Agape Staff

Racquelle Grant, LMSW, Executive Director
Sondra Colbert, MSW, Director of Social Services
Karen Anthony, MAOM, Director of Administration
Ken Dowdy, Director of Development

Kristi Buce, Administrative Assistant

Tiffany C. Dillard, MAEd, Development Officer
Fran George, Adoption Coordinator

Jocelin Hicks, Child Placement Case Manager
Jennifer Thomas, Child Placement Case Manager
Erica Williams, BSW, Social Services Supervisor

Return Service Requested
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Board of Directors
Fernando Nasmyth, Chairperson
Jon Robinson, Vice Chairperson
Renard Anthony, Treasurer
Ivelisse Matos, Secretary
Patrick Bradshaw

Kyle Coker

Brenda Hunter

Gene Proctor
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Thanksgiving Appeal

We believe every child
deserves a seat at the table
of a loving, Christian family.
Your gift allows the children
we serve this opportunity.
We pray you will continue to
partner with us through our
Thanksgiving Appeal. You
can provide a gift until the
end of December online at
GeorgiaAgape.org/donate
or text to give at 1-888-364-
4483.You also may simply
use this QR
code on your
smart phone.




